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WASHINGTON, D.C.--It was apparent to Ira McNeil on his first 
day on the job in Waco, Texas, that he was the only black in the 
office. His singularity did not go unnoticed by his supervisor 
at the Texas Employment Commission, Albert Burton. 


"If you pledge to do your very best, I pledge to do all I 
can to help you be as good as you need to be," Burton told his 
new employee. 


That was 19 years ago, and both men kept their promises. 
Burton, now retired, has watched his protege advance from a 
paraprofessional community aide to assistant regional director of 
operations at the Employment Commission. When hired in 1970, 
McNeil was a fresh young graduate from the Gary Job Corps Center 
in San Marcos, Texas. Now, part of his responsibilities include 
overseeing Job Corps programs in Texas. 


"I'm still motivated by the desire to make the Gary (Job 
Corps) Center proud of me," McNeil says, “and I'll fell this way 
until the day I die." 


A high school dropout from a broken family when recruited 
into the Job Corps, McNeil was named to the Corps Hall of Fame 
during the Corp's April Silver Anniversary ceremonies in 
Washington, D.C. 


He shared the honor with Gil Puente, who entered Job Corps 
as a migrant worker and came out with the idea and initiative to 
start his own business. In less than 10 years, Puente's company, 
Alamo Auto Air Compressors, has attracted clients worldwide 
interested in the air conditioners manufactured by his firm. 


As with McNeil, Puente remains faithful to the Job Corps. 
"I'm always looking for ways to pay it back for helping me," 
Puente says. One way he does that is through hiring new Job 
Corps graduates. He has also served as president of the San 
Antonio chapter of the National Job Corps Alumni Association. 


The association is a continuum of sorts for hundreds of 
former Job Corps members who attended one of the 107 centers 
nationwide sometime during its 25-year history. Most of them 
were disadvantaged youth when they enrolled, looking for chances. 
Most found them;.84 percent of Corps graduates were hired or 
chose to continue their education. 


"The Job Corps is still offering kids a clean slate, a 
second chance," says McNeil. "The work ethic it instills will be 
just as vital up to the year 2000 and beyond." 





Week of May 1 1989 


STATE AND METROPOLITAN AREA EMPLOYMENT 
AND UNEMPLOYMENT: FEBRUARY 1989 


WASHINGTON == Nonfarm payrol] employment was higher in February 1989 
than a year earlier in 49 states and the District of Columbia, according 
to the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor. 
Unemployment rates were lower in 36 states over the same period. The 
fexieee| eneuplagnent rate for all civilian workers, not seasonally 
adjusted, was down 0.6 percentage point over the year, from 6.2 to 5.6 
percent. 


Because the deta for individual states and areas are not adjusted for 
seasonality, compariscns in this release are limited to changes from the 
same month a year earlier. Over=-the-month comparisons may be affected by 
seasonal changes and thus could present a misleading picture of underlying 
economic trends. 


Unemployment 


Fifteen states reported over-the-year declines of 1 percentage point 
or more in their unemployment rate. The largest declines were in Illinois 
and Michigan (both 2.1 percentage points) and West Virginia (1.7 points). 
Four states had over-the-year increases of 0.5 percentage point or 
more=-Hawaii, New Jersey, New York, and Virginia. (See table 1.) 


Nine states had February unemployment rates below 4 percent. The 
states with the lowest rates were New Hampshire (2.8 percent), Nebraska 
(3.1 percent), and Hawaii (3.4 percent). At the upper end, seven states 
had rates of 8 percent or more. The highest rates were in Louisiana (11.7 
percent), Alaska (10.1 percent), and West Virginia (9.2 percent). (See the 
map.) 


Of the 256 metropolitan areas for which February data are available, 
87 reported decreases over the year of | percentage point or more in their 
unemployment rate, and 11 reported increases of at least that magnitude. 
Forty-six areas had rates below 4 percent, while 33 had rates of 8 percent 
or higher. The lowest rates were in Stamford, Conn. (2.1 percent) and 
Burlington, Vt., and Raleigh-Durham, N. C. (both 2.3 percent). The areas 
that had the highest rates were McAllen-Edinburg-Mission, Tex. (18.2 
percent), Laredo, Tex. (14.4 percent), and Modesto, Calif. (14.0 percent). 


Employment 


Nonfarm payroll employment, as measured by the monthly survey of 
nonagricultural establishments, rose by 2 percent or more between February 
1988 and 1989 in 33 states and the District of Columbia. The largest 
percentage gains occurred in Nevada (7.6 percent), Washington (4.9 
percent), Florida ( 4,8 percent), Vermont (4.6 percent), and Iowa and 


Virginia (both 4.5 percent). Wyoming is the. only state to report an 
over=the-year employment decline. 


Every state reported over=-the-year job gains in services, and all but 
one had increases in trade. Over three-fourths of the states had increases 


in manufacturing; transportation and public utilities; finance, insurance, 
and real estate; and in government. — 


-more- 
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Unemployment rates by State and selected metropolitan areas 
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Unemployment rates by State and selected metropolitan ereas-Continued 
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Week of May 1, 1989 


THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX--March 1989 


WASHINGTON -- The Consumer Price Index for All Urban 
Consumers (CPI-U) rose 0.6 percent before seasonal adjustment in 
March to a level of 122.3 (1982-84=100), the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor has reported. For the 
12-month period ended in March, the CPI-U increased 5.0 percent. 


The Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical 
Workers(CPI-W) rose 0.5 percent in March prior to seasonal 
adjustment. The March 1989 CPI-W level of 120.8 was 5.0 percent 
higher than the index in March 1988. 


CPI for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) 


On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI-U rose 0.5 percent 
in March. This follows increases of 0.6 and 0.4 percent in 
January and February, respectively, bringing the year-to-date 
annual rate of change to 6.1 percent. Larger advances in the 
indexes for food, shelter, energy, and apparel were responsible 
for the 0.1 percent increase between February and March. Food 
prices rose twice as much in March as in the preceding month, 
primarily as a result of a sharp increase in the index for meats, 
poultry, fish, and eggs. The slightly larger rise in the shelter 
index was due to a 4.8 percent increase in the cost of lodging 
while cut of town. The energy index, up 1.1 percent in March, 
registered its largest advance since August 1987. The index for 
all items excluding food, shelter, and energy, which increased 
0.3 percent in February, rose 0.4 percent in March. The sharp 
upturn in apparel prices was partiaily offset by a decline in 
prices for household furnishings and operations and smaller 
increases in the costs of medical care and entertainment. 


During the first 3 months of 1989, the CPI-U rose at a 6.1 
percent seasonally adjusted annual rate (SAAR). This was the 
largest quarterly advance since the energy re.ated increase of 
6.3 percent in the first 3 months of 1987. This compares with a 
4.4 percent rise during calendar year 1988. Each of the four 
major groups--food, shelter, energy, and the residual (all items 
less food, shelter, and energy)--contributed to the acceleration 
in the rate of inflation between 1988 and the first quarter of 
1989. The sharp turnaround in petroleum-based energy prices--up 
at a 22.4 percent annual rate thus far in 1989--accounted for 
over two-fifths of the acceleration in the overall CPI-U. The 
food index, which last year recorded its largest increase since 
1980, advanced at an even more rapid pace in the first 3 months 
of 1989, accounting for nearly a quarter of the recent overall 
CPI-U acceleration. The more rapid advances in the cost of 
shelter and the index for all items excluding food, shelter, and 
energy each contributed about equally to the first quarter 
acceleration. 
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The faster rate of increase in the all items less food, 
shelter, and energy index in the first quarter was concentrated 
entirely in the services component. All service groups other 
than those within the housing group contributed to the 
acceleration. In particular, advances in the medical care and 
transportation services accounted for nearly 60 percent of the 
first quarter increase of 6.7 percent in this residual index. 
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On the average, men have longer job tenure (years on the 
same job) than women, according to the U.S. Labor Department's 
Women's Bureau. This is primarily because uninterrupted labor 
force participation has been common for men, but a more recent 
practice for women. The median job tenure for young women and 
men is similar. At age 35 and older, however, tenure for men 
becomes significantly longer than for women. In 1983, the median 
tenure for men age 35 to 44 was 7.7 years, compared with 4.6 
years for women in the same age group. 
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Differences in labor force attachment, or the frequency and 
length of work interruptions, are often cited as cne reason women 
earn less than men, according to the U.S. Labor Department's 
Women's Bureau. However, a recent study by the Bureau of the 


Census reports that work interruptions explain only a small part 
of the earnings disparity between women and men. The Bureau 
found that if women had the same education, experience and 
interruptions as men, the earnings gap would be reduced by only 
i4.6 percent. Based on that study, a woman in 1979 would have 
earned 69 cents for every dollar earned by a man. 
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Using year-round full-time workers as the basis for 
comparison, a woman at least 25 years old in 1983 with four or 
more years of college, earned only 64 percent as much as a man in 
Similar circumstances, according to the U.S. Labor Department's 
Women's Bureau. In fact, the college-educated woman did not 
receive as much as a man with only a high school diploma, a 
situation that has remained essentially unchanged over the years. 
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